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United States courts generally follow the principle of
impracticability. A contractual obligation is impracticable when a
party’s performance can only be done at such a high cost that it
would be considered unreasonable. The leading case is Mineral
Park Land Co. v. Howard, where defendant signed a contract to
purchase and extract all the gravel he needed for a project from=
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=plaintiff's land, at fixed prices. The California Supreme Court
held the extreme increase in the cost justified the
nonperformance, even though the performance was not entirely
impossible.  See  Melvin A.  Eisenberg, Impossibility,
Impracticability, and Frustration, 1 J. LEGAL ANALYSIS 23
(2009).
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